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BACKGROUND: SOCIAL CONCERNS



BACKGROUND: RESEARCH CONCERNS

• CLIL as evangelical (Paran, 2013)

• CLIL as neoliberal (Relaño, 2015)

• CLIL as elitist (Broca, 2016)

• CLIL as segregative (Mediavilla et al. 2019)

Lorenzo & Granados (2020)



IS CLIL/EMILE/AICLE CLASSIST?

• SES is an aggregate of indicators relating to material possessions, income, occupation, neighbourhood

character, spatial relations, cultural capital, and family reproduction modes (Loos, 2000).

• In the research context (Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport, 2017), it is computed by means

of the:

• number of household members;

• number of information and communication technology (ICT) devices (computers, tablets, smartphones, smart

televisions, e-readers, etc.) at home, and use;

• number of books at home, and use;

• parents’ highest qualification and occupation.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

HOW IS THE PERFORMANCE 
OF CLIL STUDENTS FROM 
DIFFERENT SES LEVELS IN 

RELATION TO THEIR NON-CLIL 
COUNTERPARTS…

How is the performance of CLIL students from
different SES levels in relation to their non-CLIL
counterparts…

1. in second language achievement tests 
(English)?

2. in first language achievement tests (Spanish)?

3. in history tests?



METHODOLOGY

Sampling: 3800 students
from 184 secondary

schools. Stratified random
sampling (location, 

ownership, SES & CLIL)

Data collection: 
Diagnostic tests (‘local 
PISAs’) from Junta de 

Andalucía. Spanish, English 
and History. June 2017

Data processing: 
Competence comparison

between SES levels (CLIL & 
non-CLIL)

Statistical analysis: 

- Bonferroni tests for
SES comparisons

- Spearman’s ρ for
correlations

AGAEVE



RESULTS
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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION

• The staircase pattern disappears in CLIL

• Causality is not addressed. Plausible explanations: participants’ attitudes,
curriculum organization, teaching coordination and methodology

• Admission bias should be eliminated everywhere

Bilingual
egalitarianism

• Language structures mirror social structures

• Means of production determine the distribution of language structures across
social layers

• Language capital – cultural capital – social capital

Matthew effect 

• PIRLS - PISA - PIAAC

• OECD strategies to tackle inequality: textualisation at schools, with pieces of text
longer than 101 pages (OECD, 2021)

Language 
regression 



FIND OUT MORE

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/applin/amaa037

http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/applin/amaa037


II. Linguistics



HISTORY: CONTENT AND LANGUAGE

• History: ”descriptions of long time spans with accounts of thresholds, ruptures, breaks, mutations and 

transformations” (Carrard 1995: 68) Textual deregulation.

What happened in the world (mythos) and the narrative of what happened in the world (logos).

• mainly concerned with change and causality

- change: external analypsis / prolypsis : what happened before, after and at the same time as the events 

recounted.

- causality: multiple causation

• Here and now language  (BICS) vs. there and then (CALP): 

• L1 historical literacy 

• L2 historical biliteracy



MATURATION STAGES IN HISTORICAL LANGUAGE 
AND HISTORICAL CONTENT 



MARTIN (2009): A SOCIAL SEMIOTIC 
PERSPECTIVE OF GENRES.



ACADEMIC FORM /FUNCTION MAPPINGS AND COMPLEX 
SYNTAX IN CLIL

• Impersonal sentences for definitions: 

-*Is the accumulation of CO2 that the cars produce.

• Existential structures for descriptions and predictions:

-there won’t be any glaciers and the water level will rise

-there a bit of vapour

• Passives for descriptions of scientific processes: 

-Its made when the rain is finished.

• Complement clauses as hedges to mark stance: 

-I think that they can live less than…



• (12th GRADE) Right after the death of Franco (topicalization), a process to launch a 
new political system started to take place in Spain directly (adverbial modification) 
helped by the nowadays Spanish king, Juan Carlos I. He had an important role when 
stopping all opposition to democracy, specially in the “coup d'état” by Tejero. This is 
probably (hedging)the reason why monarchy was widely accepted by the Spanish 
population at that time. Thanks to (causality by means of lexical items) his 
actions 36 years ago, we can now enjoy a democracy and everything it brings with it 
(equality, rights to respect and above all, freedom) (abstract nouns, 
enumerations).The problem now is that after this transition-to-democracy process, 
the monarchical system has become too old-fashioned to stay the same. The recent 
protests  are just one more proof that monarchy is coming to an end. Besides the 
general discontent of the population due to the high unemployment rates and the low 
income an average family gets, the royal family is destroying his image with corrupt new 
members, private schools for their children and summer holidays in expensive places 
(extreme embeddedness).



SUBJECT  1(12)  SUBJECT 2 (16)



FIND OUT MORE



III. Education 



EFL VS. CLIL : INFORMATION GAP



EFL VS. CLIL : WRITTEN PRODUCTION



EFL VS. CLIL : ROLE PLAY



EFL VS. CLIL : TEACHER-FRONTED ACTIVITY



EFL VS. CLIL : TEXT RECONSTRUCTION



WHOLE-SCHOOL LANGUAGE PROJECT





HTTPS://WWW.ECML.AT/ECML-PROGRAMME/PROGRAMME2016-2019/ROADMAPFORSCHOOLS/TABID/2994/LANGUAGE/EN-
GB/DEFAULT.ASPX

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/roadmapforschools/tabid/2994/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


FIND OUT MORE



THANKYOU!

FJLORBER@UPO.ES


